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REINTEPNT R FOZRERZ !

Visitor: This is the Thunder Gate! Something is written on that big
lantern. What does it say?

Guide: It says “the Thunder Gate” in Chinese characters. The first
character means “thunder”: the upper part means “rain”, and the
lower part means a “rice field”.

Visitor: Do they have any connection with thunder?

Guide: Yes. Thunder brings blessed rain to rice fields. That’s why we
Asians have worshiped thunder as a deity.

Visitor: Oh, | see. Then, what does the second character mean?

Guide: That is a “gate”. It looks like a double gate, doesn’t it?

Visitor: Yes, it’s interesting!

Guide: Well, look at the left side of the gate. That is the deity of thunder.
He carries seven drums on his back to make a big sound when he
beats them. And the right one is the deity of wind.

Visitor: The deity of wind?

Guide: Yes. Typhoons are believed to be created by the deity of wind
and bring a huge rainfall, which brings us a rich harvest.
That’s why we have worshipped wind as a deity.

Olantern (32(])  Orice field (AAIE, KH)

[ bring blessed rain (BHDOMZH5T)

(Jworship (~ i T Tﬁjé) Odeity (##4%)
[(Jdouble gate (BiEBIEDPY)  [Jthe deity of thunder (&)
(the deity of wind (#)  Orich harvest (Z(F)
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Guide: We're here now in Nakamise Street, the approach to Sensoji
Temple. Look, it is lined with nearly 90 stores, where so many
people are shopping around.

Visitor: Are there any interesting items in the street?

Guide: You can find anything unique to Japan here.

Visitor: What is that red Humpty-Dumpty like stuff?

Guide: That is a self-righting doll called “Daruma”. It is thought to
be a good-luck charm because it stands up right after it falls
down. People take it as a symbol of “stick-to-itiveness” or
“perseverance”.

Visitor: What are the dolls of a cat over there?

Guide: They are beckoning cats. They are believed to bring us fortune.

Visitor: | often see golden cats in Chinese restaurants in the States.
Are they originally Chinese mascots?

Guide: No, they’re authentic Japanese mascots. Look at their colors.
The combination of red and white is considered auspicious in
Japan.

Visitor: | see, it’s just a case of “Different places, different customs”.

Words & Phrases

[(Jthe approach to ... (~~MDZE)  [be lined with ... (~HTEATLND)

Oshop around ((FVELWZLLDE) HNCNETED)

[J anything unique to Japan (HA&XSULWH®M) O self-righting doll (¥)L<, iz
EHHOIFL)  good-luck charm(iFic)) - [Ostick-to-itiveness (#1D3EE,
TERU/\EEEDEH, NEOREH) [ perseverance (#5038, M (1))
[Jbeckoning cat (BEJE)  [Imascot (i) [J authentic (IEEIES4D, ED,
NoxE&Ule~)  Dauspicious (FREEDILY)

(] Different places, different customs. FiIZHONERZED)
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Visitor: What are those giants?

Guide: They are called Nioh, or the guardians of the teachings of
Buddha that ward off evil spirits. Can you guess what the
matting straws hanging there are?

Visitor: Let me see...

Guide: That's a pair of straw sandals. People in Yamagata Prefecture
donated them to Sensoji Temple so that Nioh can wear them.
And you can see the Five-storied Pagoda there.

Visitor: Can we climb up to the top?

Guide: I'm afraid not, because the pagoda is the tower where
the sacred bones or ashes of Buddha are enshrined.
Incidentally, the ashes were a gift from Sri Lanka, the Buddhist
Nation, in 1966.

Visitor: | see. By the way, what are they buying?

Guide: They offer some money to get talismans or amulets. We
place them in a household altar or carry them with us to get
spiritual power.

[ guardian (s7&Ef) [Jward off evil spirits (S[Bv%%%ﬁﬁ

Omat straws (D5 %#FD) O a pair of straw sandals (b5 0 (—&))
Odonate ... to ~ (- Z~(CFMIT D, FHEITD) .
O Five-storied Pagoda (A1)  [Jsacred bones or ashes of Buddha UR=i)
O be enshrined (~(CiIHESNTWND, TESNTVD, TEINTSD)

[ offer some money (BUFERZMDD, BEKREZDIFD)

Otalisman (8f.) Oamulet (85Ff0D) O household altar [5:1tor] (f4)
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SBEAICHTRED NS Question Tt !

What kinds of deities are there in Japan?
(BRICFEATBLHWNDDTI HY)

There are “eight million deities” in Japan, which are divided into the following three
categories. 1. Deified natural beings such as Mt. Fuji and the Kegon Waterfalls.
2. Guardians of such places as the Asakusa Shrine or the Tsurugaoka Hachiman
Shrine. 3. Deified heroes such as Tokugawa leyasu in the Toshogu Shrine of Nikko.
(BAITIE [/ ERDE] HNT, RO 3 DICHESNFT. ORHUPEROBHE, B
RZEMBELIcDD, OFEML PR/ \BE0E, BEMHOTE®R. OBXRE=D
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The lantern says “the Thunder Gate” in Chinese
characters. The first character means “thunder”:
the upper part means “rain” and the lower part

means a “rice field”.

LFEEADSIE - R HE21E 90
R DA 5 ) L EER
TwC, BLEZHEITATHS
nTwEd,

Nakamise Street, the approach to Sensoji
Temple, is lined with nearly 90 stores where so

many people shop around for souvenirs.

2R cAERS LLVBOD
BSATHRODD £ X,

You can find anything unique to Japan here in
Nakamise street.

HORBLHLRMEIE VST,
IhiEZSFD, BRIZWS FEH
’/C\\j—o

Those giants are called “Nioh”, or the guardians
of the teachings of Buddha, which ward off

evil spirits.

ALEIZALEFR, 3205 SR
BROBEPERDBETHSENT
WBEBLDOTENRLTI® A,

We cannot climb up the pagoda because it is the
tower where sacred bones or ashes of Buddha

are enshrined.

REBE AL Sh, HER
FEhEdAo

People consider Asakusa Kannon too sacred to

be open to the public.

WH)Z Vv—Xi%, BEHS5OD
BIEED SN0 212K
DO TZL <D, RE&HH O
BELETTDET,

The Sumida cruise starts from the quaint old
town of Asakusa, passing under 12 bridges

down to the futuristic town of Odaiba.

HARIZHEKRETEA, HHA
HAV)—D LD LEMOTHE
DOMFITFEH2IEVICTH &
T

Though Japan is often shaken by earthquakes,
the secret to[of] building such a tall quake-
resistant tower like TOKYO SKYTREE is in its

flexible structure.
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S FOFER - REIER

EE~BEROARICE > THADIZEMH 2:E(IFD

AR, RICHBHEONEH GO N1 FEINETT, CDNBHDHRZEED
KOICHEIT DO HBDRBFIIEDTY ., 1 EHDFF, 10 2bDOHEABNLE
EEANUENS, )L~ (self-righting doll called ‘Daruma’) DEEIBESE

(beckoning cat) F&EMDEREZ L CUE ofefeth, SBMDH TR A (ICIFELEN T,

BERAIICHEDRIZ SRS INTCGERRD SN, RICKDB 10 ROBAEDZDHT
YERL Ufefeh, ADmNbiEo> CTLEWVE LTz,

2, 3RFSIEWBEHOFEAD, 5. 6 BLUEICEDDES, HSHUHMEH
DOAO (EFIDE) TRRODBODZEEEPY T v MEETHRIEMT L, 20 ~ 30
DRICASICRADT — b (F&FI) THEEDEZLEE DD, Y7—DhAL—
AISEHET. WFNICEBL 2, 3RTIL—TE10&/LSVDTIL—TTIEE
BADBMZZER DD, AAT 4> IJDTYTI,
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[N BAOREXRBY A

REDIATa—7% QRA, [RELXHTA FT5-0DLAFHXEZRI—1] T
FRALE [RE] 2RZ2ANT5-00REZRFXCTOMOMERR LI LHE L 72,
ML EBRELT, REICOVWT)EL(RETELLH)IRELEL L) !

OFRET o lantern

OO o deity

OB e the deity of thunder

ORI the deity of wind

(I3 = A approach

O SRR guardian

OFREE o Five-storied Pagoda

OB sacred bones or ashes of Buddha

(I household altar /* Shinto altar

O AE, 44, KM ... main hall

OSSR .o Goddess of Mercy (Kwan Yin, Kannon &%)
R 7 offertory box

OBR$EL DT D, BUEKEZMNO S ... offer some money
OMEEZDHITH, BET D o offer incense

Oa%iEDs, AZEETD ... purify oneself

ORI NG ... be open to the public (—#2ARSh 2 —~#HplK SN 2)
COPBRZTLD oo ward off evil spirits

O %~IZFW3 5, %9 5. ... donate ... to ~

O~ sNnTWAS, iEShTWS, LE SN TS ... be enshrined
O~%its, &35, 05 ... worship

O~%ME LTHAns, LT 5 ... deify

OBALLZEGIL . draw a fortune-telling slip
> i

O ALY o good-luck charm, mascot

OBERM beckoning cat

16



O&v~, @EHHAY ZITL ... self-righting doll

OB, BFY talisman, amulet
O kD 5 O BET ... . messages from deities
R e very good luck
OHE, B good luck
4 N modest luck
OO BT bad luck
g
OBEREOM . double gate

O 47T AED OREEA ... glass-walled observation deck
OWED, HEEOHS ... quake-resistant

17
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[XALHR] ...... [FEE] ZRALTHED !

Visitor:
Guide:

Visitor:
Guide:
Visitor:
Guide:

Visitor:
Guide:

Visitor:

ZNZ unique to Japan! WZEESTREHNLEY!

What is this bowl made of? Plastic?

No, it’s lacquerware called “urushi”, or “shikki”. It’s one of the
wonderful handcrafts that Japan is proud of.

Excuse me, what is the most distinctive feature of lacquerware?
First of all, it has a beautiful texture. In addition, it has durability.
Its slick and lustrous surface is really beautiful, isn’t it?

Yes. Since ancient times, lacquerware has been so precious
that European royal families have competed with each other in
collecting Japanese lacquerware.

Really? By the way, how do you make lacquerware?

Well, craftspeople use a mixture of pigment and lacquer-tree sap.
They paint it on a wooden base again and again. It requires high
humidity and relatively high temperatures to harden the base.
Sounds like there is no other country more suitable for making
lacquerware than Japan.

Guide: That’s right. There are some famous styles of lacquerware,

Visitor:

Guide:

Visitor:

Guide:

Visitor:
Guide:

Visitor:

18

including Wajima-nuri, Aizu-nuri, and Shunkei-nuri.

Interesting! Besides bowls, what is lacquerware used for?
Trays, chopsticks, boxes, tea utensils, and Buddhist ritual
articles. Lacquerware is also used in architecture as a
decorative coating.

Oh, it’s really versatile. | want to buy some lacquerware for my
friends.

Great, but they are not cheap souvenirs.

Are they that expensive?

It depends. | think chopsticks or saucers are affordable
for ordinary people. The bowl with a gold flake picture that
interests you most costs 50,000 yen.

Oh, no! Give me a break.



Guide: Then, let’s just feast our eyes on the beautiful lacquerware.
They are made with the techniques called “makie” and “chinkin”.

[B4EERR]

BNE . COBERITTETNDDTIHN? TSIAFvY
TIm?

AR LWOZE, %ﬂ‘gu\c‘i73\/35%%(‘:”?(37(15:6@?30
ADEDENZIERDOEDTI,

BHE . THFRTA, BBO—BOFHKTTIH? Licensed under Public Domain

H1R: FF, ZOEUVERKTY., ENH5, MRATI. via Wikimedia Commons

R KEBOBOHNSPARE, ABICITES5LVTIR,

HL R EWe NS, RBEFETHEEGREDT, I—0OvV/\OEENBADEES
ZH o CEVEDZZEBEHDRUEZ,

AR . EDBATIN. ECABT, RBEOCEDPOTEDDTIN?

AR Z2&E, BAFRORDEREBERZREER T, TUTENZEROTHICOE
BOEDEDFTT, Aeslk, THZEBLITDHICBLEEEHEENSULEED
WBBATT,

BN BAEGFEHRS @%Uf’ELODfD@.[&BUJQDB%D\L/i@'o

HA R 5TINR. MEBPERE, %%'_-%738:, W DHODBERBRRSBDAY A I
HHBDATI Ko

s BBLANVTINR ! HBLHNCEFEABEDHESNDDTIH ?

HA R APE, 5B FEE, (LEBBRETT, RMLERE U TCRECEFASNDATT,

R | BOBDZART IR MBERADEDICAINRGZZEENTZNTT,

H1ER: LWWTIR. TH, KBBRBLECTEDDRTAK.

AR %/u@lc.mﬁﬁ@@?@“b"?

HIR: BOICKDET, %‘b/ﬂ-j{?< SWEASENTHEFHIEEDEBNERT. ROHE
KZEFENZEDROMWVZBIE 1 /#1 5 5ATY,

\AE . ZXD ! CRAHTLKD!

73‘1’[‘ Z[i@@%bm@@ﬁ.t@@ﬁ%@géf[j’(ubfﬁ%ib&?o oY (RSTF
?‘f‘u’@JEiBC@Ti/ﬁtﬂfbnfb\é/ut@“dio

Words & Phrases

Olacquerware (((5%5) A=) Odistinctive (Igo>ED ULJE) [Jtexture (&
%) [ durability (i 14) Oslick CB5NH7) Olustrous (GERMDHD)
Osap (#%®)  Odecorative coating ({b¥FZE¥)  Oversatile (ZHR)
[Ifeast one’s eyes on ... (~ZRTELD, HOREZT D)
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1. [BHRIE] 2ERTH=HNHBAFIEZhTE!

(@)
BIEHARDES, WwbEL M | Urushi, or shikki, is one of the most beautiful
Dbz TEMTT, and valuable craftwork that Japan is proud of.

BEBEOAROBRE T, Ko
=74 v THRIREERIE LTH
wWHNEF,

Urushi is sap of an urushi tree, which is used as

a natural coating and glue.

FEIX 2000 E L LT VT D%
CoEATHbhTEE L,

Urushi has been used in many countries in

Southeast Asia for more than 2,000 years.

WL LEHEEMADOTL
e

Lacquerware has been very precious since
ancient times.

[ S I AR Bl G ¢ (R
EbdHhET,

bl

Urushi is sometimes referred to as “japan”.

RO HVRLEME, EESFIC
EEULOTL
Ho [EWREFT] TH,

The oldest artwork coated with urushi is

“Tamamushi-no-zushi” in Horyuji Temple.

BREVRAEZHFOLELDS
nTwEd,

Urushi ware is believed to have high durability.

WORIRIIE, FRCWMz &
DI EEEDVD ) T3

There are special techniques in urushiware-

making, including maki-e and raden.

T, F—oy NOEEI -
THAOERZTFICANI Y L
LE L7

European royal families competed with each other

in collecting Japanese lacquerware in the past.

ik (&) P& (&), #E (&)
Y, W OPDHEHRELED
BN H Y 9,

There are some famous styles of producing
lacquerware, including Wajima, Aizu, and
Shunkei.

WIHERE, M, KER,
bR TS,

N

Lacquerware is used for trays, chopsticks, boxes,

tea utensils, and Buddhist ritual articles.

WAHIRIHRITET N T,

Lacquerware is not resistant to ultraviolet
radiation.
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WAL 2 DITEVIBEE & 1L
BRI E T T,

It requires high humidity and comparably high

temperature to harden urushi.

[13 S EARARN Rl i (I
RROBZ W BOHP T,

Maki-e is a technique of sprinkling urushi with

gold and silver powder in various designs.

WL, WORNEHTD P
R AT LT LOFN
LT

In a chinkin technique, the surface of a
lacquerware is carved by a needle and filled with

gold powder and leaf.

BREME, Rke IS o 22 R
HoOWM /Ny % @6 O 2K
D AGHIET Y o

In a raden technique, the linings of mother-
of-pearl are thinly cut into various shapes and

inlayed on the lacquered surface.

SRk EE, BhWET SRR
BT 7k LR TERE
T 5 HAEOFETT,

Kintsugi is the Japanese art of repairing broken
pottery with lacquer mixed with powdered gold,

silver, or platinum.

OFanigas

B Ea <, BoEREDRD S
M P BEEWTY,

Jiki is a glazed porcelain with a white translucent
body.

2513 1,200 B 20 & 1,400 FE
LTHEPNET,

Jiki is made by heating in a kiln at high
temperatures between 1,200 and 1,400 °C.

WarnHHZRAIE LTI, 5
HUBE, WHRBE, WSS D 9

The famous examples of jiki include Imari,

Kiyomizu, and Seto ware.

BB, WREASE <,
ATEENRLET,

< &

Jiki has great hardness and a bell-like ring which
is produced when it is tapped.

M OAHEOBRE, FEFIC
fiifE D dH % Fiiime LT —u
v NI E N E L7,

Jiki made in Arita in Kyusyu was exported to
Europe as a highly valued work of art.

B it 1 B 36 2 721 72 88 & W T,
HDE BN D D Ao

Toki is a glazed pottery with an opaque body.

Fe %713 1,100 £ D 2 > T HED
ﬂij_o

Toki is made by heating in a kiln at 1,100 °C.
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B R e ORI, HREE,
WFHY 3,

The notable examples of toki ware include Hagi,
Oribe, and Mashiko.

Mgz A T IED IR R E DB D
KLLMD T T,

Toki is often used as a flower vase in lkebana

and a tea bowl in Chanoyu.

EEBEXEFELVZF XV
z L72fER T3,

Shippoyaki is a beautiful cloisonné type of

ceramic ware.

2. [[ERAREMN] ERATH7=HDBAFINIEZhIE!

OiFiitia

PR HEAR VT AR S S8 L 724
HOY v VT,

Ukiyo-e is a genre of art which was developed in
the Edo Period.

[Ete] &g, MFErhizttod ]
L) EIRTY,

The word “ukiyo” can be literally translated into

“a floating world”.

FAZ AR O N 4 DB D HE
WHEME T Lze THIXTLAR
ROF LI T L7z,

Ukiyo-e depicted “everyday scenes of
commoners”, which was a new trend in the Edo

Period.

WD Z A%, BIHIZAETE
ffEE T E Lz,

In the initial stage of its development, ukiyo-e

artists painted a ukiyo-e with brushes.

A AR L7222 L2k
0, KREEFET 5720 R
MHFEI NI L7

As ukiyo-e rapidly gained popularity, woodblock
printing was developed to produce a large

number of copies.

18 il o, Sifs L i %
AR ) OF MG HIES L E
Lize

Multicolor ukiyo-e called “nishiki-e” was created
in the middle of the 18th century.

TCRRIEAR D AE 2 0T N 72 B 95,
EAD DAL E T HDICE
EkEERLLE L

Rich townspeople played an important role in
developing dynamic culture in the Genroku

period.
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FAZHAED T E 5 £ TITIE,
ECADER A3 TR
ZLE g, MmkHE FHARA,
JHm, $EETS,

In the production process of ukiyo-e, mainly four
specialists work together based on the division of

labor; editing, painting, woodcutting, and printing.

TR AE 2 KT 2 B
B HETL .

Ukiyo-e was really an effective way of printing

pictures on a large scale.

1867 AE D/ XY T, ki
HEDHAKRDEMH;RE LEH
ENF L7

Japanese fine arts including ukiyo-e drew a lot of
attention at the International Exhibition of 1867

in Paris.

-0y 0T —74 A M, T
MAEO ZWILIE, Eel, L
IR, KIEZRMR, 0%k
BRICRESPEINT LT,

European artists were profoundly influenced
by the two-dimensional style without a shadow,
asymmetrical and bold compositions, and vivid

colors of ukiyo-e paintings.

HARDERMW X, BZH0 7% #H5EE
WMo zZRATHE bR
Vc\l\ij_o

It is said that Japanese mangas derive from

traditional visual arts.

Ok i

KRB IX, KEBEKZTTH
ROFEZ R Bl T3,

Suibokuga is a monochrome style of painting
that expresses the beauty of nature only with

water, ink and paper.

KRBETIE, HROEKIE, £
DIZL A, Th, BIRTERS
nFEd,

In suibokuga, the textures of the objects are
expressed by blurring, fading, and shading of the
ink.

KB O DO—2I1F, KHD
EDFELETY,

One of the features of suibokuga is the beauty of
untouched white areas.

REZ, BER LR KO %
Fowirl, Thirils Ao
BeBIILTET,

White areas implicitly suggest the existence of
a breeze, light and water, which stimulates the

imagination of the viewers.
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